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Standing Committee on Public Administration — Twentieth Report —  
“Inquiry into Pastoral Leases in Western Australia”— Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

Hon DARREN WEST: Mr Deputy Chair, I ask that I have a second call, given that there are no other speakers 
on this. 

The DEPUTY CHAIR: Given that there is no other member seeking the call, I give you the call, 
Hon Darren West. 

Hon DARREN WEST: As I was saying before consideration was interrupted, I just want to finish off my 
remarks on the tabling of this report. The draft lease that was proposed by the department and the minister was 
clearly unacceptable to the pastoral industry and, of course, to the banks. We know that previous correspondence 
to pastoralists had come from the minister, but in this instance it came from the manager of pastoral lands, and 
that was an anomaly in the history of correspondence to pastoralists. We found that unusual, to say the least. The 
Pastoral Lands Board was in no doubt that the draft lease was not up for consultation, that the changes were the 
changes and that no recommendation would be sought from the Pastoral Lands Board. We know that the Pastoral 
Lands Board gave no notification in writing because it was of that view. It was of the belief that it was not 
required to give information. Given that view, there was considerable concern in the community in the pastoral 
industry, for instance, about termination clauses for animal welfare. 

Several other issues were raised during our deliberations in this inquiry. As I mentioned before, we looked at 
issues of diversity and issues of feral animals. There is also the issue that the worst next-door neighbour for 
pastoralists is the government’s unallocated crown land. It was their view that the government is not as good a 
land manager as the pastoralists would like it to be. However, in this inquiry we found a distinct breakdown in 
process within the former Department of Regional Development and Lands in the formulation of the lease. We 
found that there was a lack of input from the minister and his office. These were the conclusions we were able to 
draw from the findings we were able to make. There was also a lack of cohesion and coherence in the now 
Department of Lands in drawing up this draft lease. In our hearings we heard conflicting stories from within the 
department about how the process was run. Clearly there was a breakdown in public administration which, of 
course, vindicated our decision to choose this as a subject for inquiry by the Standing Committee on Public 
Administration. 

Pastoralists now find themselves in a strange situation in which it looks as though the draft lease has been 
shelved and they must continue with the lease that was drafted possibly back in the 1960s—a lease that does not 
even refer to such things as GST. The draft lease in the end was therefore much ado about nothing. Its drafting 
has been a totally flawed process and has taken us right back to where we started. It is a lease that does not suit 
the needs of today’s pastoral industry. The future of pastoral tenure in Western Australia is contained in a very, 
very old lease that goes back probably further than my lifetime. That is such a shame. The opportunity was there 
in 2006 when one of the big issues for pastoralists was tenure. In 2013 the issue still was not resolved. There has 
been a massive failing on the part of the now Department of Lands for the industry and for the community of 
Western Australia. It became very apparent that the department was driving this process and that there was really 
no input into it from the minister. That issue is probably the subject of further discussion but it was not really 
touched on by our committee. Time is sadly going to beat me. 

It has been an enjoyable experience to have been involved in the Standing Committee on Public Administration 
inquiry. It certainly shone a light on the failings of the department in the lease process. I hope that there is still 
some chance in the future, as a result of this report and its findings and recommendations, for pastoralists to look 
forward with some certainty and assurance to seeing a draft lease or a lease arrangement that suits the needs of 
contemporary pastoralism in Australia and the needs of regional Western Australia. 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: I rise to seek the concurrence of the chamber to adjourn further debate on this report until 
the next sitting of the house when we can consider these matters. I do so on the basis that as the report was tabled 
only yesterday, a number of members wish to make a contribution but have not yet had the opportunity to digest 
what is an incredibly good report. I therefore seek the concurrence of the chamber for that. 

Progress reported and leave granted to sit again. 
 


